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Health  Service,  U.S.  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare 


This  publication  is  intended  to  be  used  as  a  guide 
for  the  design  layouts  of  various  family-type  housing 
for  migrant  agricultural  workers. 

Periods  of  housing  occupancy  are  often  short  be¬ 
cause  the  main  crop  in  some  areas  is  harvested  in 
2  or  3  weeks.  To  provide  housing  for  such  short 
periods  is  an  economic  strain  for  the  grower,  espe¬ 
cially  when  the  future  of  mechanization  or  the  change 
in  crops  is  so  uncertain.  The  ban  on  foreign  labor 
has  influenced  the  trend  from  workers  consisting 
mostly  of  males  to  families  traveling  the  trail,  which 
means  that  more  family-type  units  are  needed  rather 
than  barrack-type  housing. 

Many  small  growers  prefer  single-  or  duplex-cabin 
construction.  In  some  areas  the  growers  are  interested 
in  multi-purpose  buildings  in  which  partitions  can  be 


removed  for  storage  of  machinery  and  supplies  in 
off-labor  season.  Thus,  this  multi-purpose  use  would 
distribute  the  cost  of  the  structure. 

For  short-term  occupancy,  central  showers,  toilet, 
and  laundry  facilities  seem  to  be  adequate;  in  many 
smaller  camps  privies  are  best  because  of  their  low 
cost  and  ease  of  maintenance,  especially  where  close 
supervision  of  the  camp  cannot  be  given. 

Our  primary  objective  in  including  sketch  plans  for 
large  camps  for  families  is  to  furnish  design  data 
resulting  from  research.  From  the  sketch  plans  an 
organization  or  grower  can  assemble  a  reasonable 
scheme  of  requirements  to  receive  tentative  financial 
support  or  commitments.  Local  architects  or  engi¬ 
neers  should  be  employed  to  provide  working  draw¬ 
ings  and  to  supervise  construction. 


GENERAL  INFORMATION  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS  ON  PLANS 


The  various  plans  illustrated  in  this  publication  are 
intended  primarily  to  show  efficient  arrangements 
and  space  requirements  for  housing  migrant  workers 
economically.  The  living  areas  indicated  will  meet 
the  health  codes  for  migrant  workers  in  most  States, 
but  these  minimal  specification  should  be  checked 
with  the  Public  Health  Service  in  your  particular 
locality  before  starting  construction. 

Masonry  construction  is  indicated  on  some  plans 
and  wood  frame  construction  on  others.  Generally, 
with  minor  changes  in  dimensions,  the  plans  can  be 
adapted  for  either  type  of  construction  or  for  pre¬ 
fabricated  construction  of  various  types. 

Building  codes  sometimes  require  masonry  con¬ 
struction  in  two-story  buildings  because  it  reduces 
the  fire  hazard.  If  materials  other  than  masonry  are 
used,  check  your  local  codes  before  starting  construc¬ 
tion. 

Many  of  the  designs  illustrated  can  be  built  as 
individual  units  or  duplexes,  or  several  may  be  com¬ 
bined  into  a  motel-type  structure.  Usually  the  motel- 
type  structure  is  accomplished  by  adding  units  at  one 
or  both  ends  of  the  original,  individual  unit. 

If  masonry  construction  is  used,  a  smooth-surfaced 
block  and  smooth,  tight  mortar  joints  are  especially 
recommended  for  the  interior  to  reduce  crevices  to  a 
minimum  where  insects  may  breed.  Painting  will 


help  to  fill  crevices  and  improve  the  appearance.  A 
washable  latex-type  paint  will  be  easier  to  maintain 
and  to  promote  cleanliness.  Painting  the  exterior  of 
masonry  walls  is  usually  needed  to  waterproof  them. 

In  all  of  the  10  plans,  adequate  storage  space  is 
provided  for  clothing  and  other  small  personal  items 
belonging  to  the  average  migrant  family  or  single 
worker. 

Where  cooking  facilities  are  shown  in  the  design, 
the  wall  behind  the  hotplate  or  range  should  be 
protected  with  a  fireproof,  easy-to-clean  material  such 
as  metal  or  hard  asbestos  board. 

Gas  water  heaters  or  space  heaters  should  be  vented 
through  the  wall  or  the  roof  with  an  approved  vent. 

Install  mechanical  ventilation  in  bathrooms  where 
the  arrangement  does  not  permit  windows.  Fans 
mounted  in  the  wall  or  ceiling  should  be  protected 
with  a  heavy  grille. 

Screened  louvers  on  the  entrance  doors  help  to 
provide  additional  ventilation  in  warm  climates. 
Ceiling  and  wall  insulation  may  be  desirable  where 
the  season  is  long,  and  extremely  hot  or  cold  weather 
occurs  during  occupancy. 

On  two-story  buildings  small  mesh  hardware  cloth 
or  a  grillework  should  be  fastened  to  the  inside  of 
the  balcony  and  stairway  railings  as  a  safety  measure 
to  prevent  children  from  falling  through. 
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PLAN  NO.  1. — MINIMUM  UNIT  FOR  FOUR  PERSONS 


This  is  a  minimum  unit  for  housing — for  sleeping 
purposes  only.  It  is  designed  for  a  family  with  two 
children  or  for  four  single  persons,  and  provides 
212  square  feet  for  the  unit.  Cooking,  toilet,  shower, 
and  laundry  facilities  must  be  provided  elsewhere. 

The  shed  roof  is  inexpensive  to  build,  and  the  wide 
overhang  at  the  front  provides  weather  protection. 
Screening  between  the  rafters  gives  added  ventilation. 

The  illustrated  Plan  1  is  intended  primarily  to 


show  efficient  arrangements  and  space  allowances  for 
housing  migrant  workers.  Specific  standards  of  the 
local  health  department  or  other  regulatory  agency 
should  be  checked  for  compliance  before  detailed 
plans  are  prepared.  When  the  housing  is  intended  for 
use  of  workers  recruited  through  Bureau  of  Employ¬ 
ment  Security  facilities,  housing  requirements  should 
also  he  discussed  with  the  local  Employment  Security 
offices. 
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PLAN  NO.  2. — FAMILY  UNIT  FOR  THREE  PERSONS 


This  plan  meets  the  needs  of  many  small  farm 
operations  where  the  budget  is  limited.  It  provides 
about  216  square  feet  of  sleeping,  cooking,  and  eating 
space  to  accommodate  the  parents  and  one  child. 
The  kitchen  is  equipped  with  sink,  counter  workspace, 
refrigerator,  and  hotplate.  An  electric  or  gas  water 
heater  can  be  located  under  the  counter.  The  plywood 
closet  top  provides  storage  space  for  luggage  and 
boxes. 

Either  a  gable  or  shed  roof  may  be  used.  The  4-foot 
shed  roof  overhang  at  the  front  gives  good  weather 
protection. 

This  unit  can  be  adapted  for  a  multiple  motel-type 
structure  by  extending  in  either  direction  from  the 
12-foot  walls. 


Shower,  toilet,  and  laundry  facilities  are  in  separate 
buildings  located  conveniently  close  to  the  living 
quarters. 

The  illustrated  Plan  2  is  intended  primarily  to  show 
efficient  arrangements  and  space  allowances  for  hous¬ 
ing  migrant  workers.  Specific  standards  of  the  local 
health  department  or  other  regulatory  agency  should 
be  checked  for  compliance  before  detailed  plans  are 
prepared.  When  the  housing  is  intended  for  use  of 
workers  recruited  through  Bureau  of  Employment 
Security  facilities,  housing  requirements  should  also 
be  discussed  with  the  local  Employment  Security 
offices. 
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PLAN  NO.  3. — FAMILY  UNIT  FOR  FIVE  PERSONS 


This  L-shaped  family  unit  accommodates  two  adults 
and  from  three  to  six  children,  depending  on  the 
space  requirements  of  the  local  health  and  building 
codes.  It  is  designed  for  use  singly  or  in  various 
multiple-unit  arrangements.  Small  modifications  must 
be  made  in  bathroom  fixtures  and  window  locations 
for  some  arrangements.  Each  unit  contains  approxi¬ 
mately  532  square  feet  of  living  space  complete  with 
kitchen,  bath,  and  sleeping  areas. 

The  kitchen  area  provides  a  sink,  range,  refrigera¬ 
tor,  upper  and  lower  food  and  utensil  cabinets,  and 
adequate  eating  space.  Excellent  sleeping  and  dressing 
privacy  is  provided  in  this  compartment-type  design. 
Each  compartment  has  a  separate  closet.  The  bath¬ 


room  contains  toilet,  lavatory,  shower,  and  shelves  for 
linen  and  miscellaneous  storage.  Both  bath  and  kitchen 
layouts  give  economical  plumbing  and  wiring  in 
multiple-unit  arrangements. 

The  illustrated  Plan  3  is  intended  primarily  to 
show  efficient  arrangements  and  space  allowances  for 
housing  migrant  workers.  Specific  standards  of  the 
local  health  department  or  other  regulatory  agency 
should  be  checked  for  compliance  before  detailed 
plans  are  prepared.  When  the  housing  is  intended 
for  use  of  workers  recruited  through  Bureau  of  Em¬ 
ployment  Security  facilities,  housing  requirements 
should  also  be  discussed  with  the  local  Employment 
Security  offices. 
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PLAN  NO.  4. — FAMILY  UNIT  FOR  FOUR  PERSONS 


This  well-arranged  unit  for  a  family  of  four  or 
two  couples  has  an  area  of  about  480  square  feet. 
Excellent  dressing  and  sleeping  privacy  is  afforded 
by  the  two  separated  bedrooms.  The  bathroom  has 
toilet,  shower,  lavatory,  and  linen  storage.  A  compact 
kitchen  arrangement  includes  range,  sink,  refrigerator, 
and  wall  and  floor  cabinets.  Both  bath  and  kitchen 
arrangements  provide  economy  in  plumbing  and  wir¬ 
ing  when  the  units  are  combined  into  a  motel-type 
structure.  The  eating  area  has  space  for  family  enter¬ 
tainment  in  the  evening  and  on  rainy  days. 


The  illustrated  Plan  4  is  intended  primarily  to 
show  efficient  arrangements  and  space  allowances  for 
housing  migrant  workers.  Specific  standards  of  the 
local  health  department  or  other  regulatory  agency 
should  be  checked  for  compliance  before  detailed 
plans  are  prepared.  When  the  housing  is  intended 
for  use  of  workers  recruited  through  Bureau  of  Em¬ 
ployment  Security  facilities,  housing  requirements 
should  also  be  discussed  with  the  local  Employment 
Security  offices. 
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PLAN  NO.  5. — TWO-FAMILY  UNIT  FOR  FOUR  PERSONS  IN  EACH  UNIT 


This  is  a  two-family  unit  for  a  family  of  four  or 
two  couples.  The  unit  is  of  post-and-panel  frame 
construction.  The  posts  and  roof  may  be  erected, 
and  the  panels  prefrabricated  and  then  set  in  place. 
Each  half  of  this  unit  has  two  bedrooms  that  give 
privacy.  Each  compact  kitchen  has  a  range,  sink, 
refrigerator,  and  cabinets.  The  kitchens  are  back-to- 
back  for  economical  plumbing  and  wiring.  Toilet, 
shower,  and  laundry  facilities  must  be  located  in 
separate  buildings  convenient  to  the  living  quarters. 

Controlled  ventilation  through  the  roof  will  be 
necessary  in  warm  climates. 


The  illustrated  Plan  5  is  intended  primarily  to 
show  efficient  arrangements  and  space  allowances  for 
housing  migrant  workers.  Specific  standards  of  the 
local  health  department  or  other  regulatory  agency 
should  be  checked  for  compliance  before  detailed 
plans  are  prepared.  When  the  housing  is  intended 
for  use  of  workers  recruited  through  Bureau  of  Em¬ 
ployment  Security  facilities,  housing  requirements 
should  also  be  discussed  with  the  local  Employment 
Security  offices. 
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PLAN  NO.  6. — FAMILY  UNIT  FOR  SIX  PERSONS 


This  is  a  somewhat  larger  family  unit  for  six 
persons  with  a  floor  area  of  600  square  feet.  A  gen¬ 
erous-size  bedroom  is  provided  for  the  parents  and  a 
second  bedroom  for  four  children  in  single  beds.  This 
is  a  comfortable  arrangement  where  the  age  and  sex 
of  the  children  permit  dormitory-style  sleeping.  Com¬ 
plete  bath  and  kitchen  facilities  are  provided.  In 
motel-type  arrangements  the  kitchens  are  back-to- 
back  for  economy  in  plumbing  and  wiring.  The  gen¬ 
erous-size  living-eating  area  allows  the  family  more 
freedom,  especially  in  the  evenings  and  on  rainy  days. 


The  illustrated  Plan  6  is  intended  primarily  to  show 
efficient  arrangements  and  space  allowances  for  hous¬ 
ing  migrant  workers.  Specific  standards  of  the  local 
health  department  or  other  regulatory  agency  should 
be  checked  for  compliance  before  detailed  plans  are 
prepared.  When  the  housing  is  intended  for  use  of 
workers  recruited  through  Bureau  of  Employment 
Security  facilities,  housing  requirements  should  also 
be  discussed  with  the  local  Employment  Security 
offices. 
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PLAN  NO.  7. — EIGHT-FAMILY  UNIT  FOR  FIVE  PERSONS  IN  EACH  UNIT 


This  plan  is  an  eight-unit,  two-story  building  with 
four  apartments  on  each  floor.  It  was  designed  to 
meet  the  needs  of  a  growers’  group  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest  for  family  housing,  which  will  be  occupied 
during  a  major  part  of  the  year.  Each  apartment 
is  designed  to  accommodate  a  family  with  two  or 
three  children.  One-story,  four-apartment  buildings 
of  lighter  construction,  using  materials  other  than 
concrete  block  might  be  more  economical  in  certain 
sections  of  the  country,  despite  the  additional  founda¬ 
tion  and  roofing  areas  needed  for  equivalent  living 
areas. 

The  units  are  complete  with  kitchen  facilities  and 
bathrooms,  but  laundry  facilities  would  be  best  pro¬ 
vided  in  a  separate  building.  The  kitchen  area  in¬ 
cludes  sink,  refrigerator,  range,  cabinets  with  work 
surfaces,  and  shelves  for  food  storage. 


The  baths  are  so  arranged  that  a  central  plumbing 
core  can  be  used. 

In  areas  where  heating  is  necessary,  an  individual 
heating  unit  for  each  apartment  is  recommended, 
because  the  temperature  can  be  controlled  by  the 
family  using  it.  The  heater  can  be  metered  at  each 
apartment  if  this  control  is  necessary. 

The  illustrated  Plan  7  is  intended  primarily  to  show 
efficient  arrangements  and  space  allowances  for  hous¬ 
ing  migrant  workers.  Specific  standards  of  the  local 
health  department  or  other  regulatory  agency  should 
be  checked  for  compliance  before  detailed  plans  are 
prepared.  When  the  housing  is  intended  for  use  of 
workers  recruited  through  Bureau  of  Employment 
Security  facilities,  housing  requirements  should  also 
be  discussed  with  the  local  Employment  Security 
offices. 
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PLAN  NO.  8. — SIXTEEN-FAMILY  UNIT  FOR  FIVE  PERSONS  IN  EACH 
UNIT 


This  two-story  apartment-type  structure  contains  16 
family  units.  Each  unit  with  approximately  427 
square  feet  of  living  space  accommodates  a  family  of 
up  to  five  persons.  The  number  of  persons  occupying 
the  unit  depends  on  the  health  and  building  codes 
in  each  particular  locality.  The  plan  can  be  modified 
easily  to  make  it  a  one-story  structure.  The  precast 
concrete  second  floor  shown  in  the  plan  is  cantilevered 
to  form  a  full-length  balcony.  The  precast  concrete 
roof  deck  over  the  second  floor  has  a  6-foot  overhang 
at  the  front.  Wood  construction  may  be  used  if  it 
is  more  practical  or  economical  for  the  area  in  which 
it  is  built  and  if  it  meets  the  building  code  for  that 
area. 

Each  unit  is  complete  with  sleeping  area,  living¬ 
dining  area,  kitchen,  and  bathroom.  The  main  sleep¬ 
ing  area  is  separate  from  the  other  areas.  The  living¬ 
dining  area  with  separate  closet  has  space  for  two 
single  beds  which  can  be  used  as  sofas  during  the 
day.  A  foldup  table  provides  dining  space,  which 
is  separate  from  the  kitchen  area.  The  kitchen  design 


provides  for  a  sink,  refrigerator,  range,  and  cabinets. 
The  bathroom  is  equipped  with  shower,  toilet,  and 
lavatory.  Mechanical  ventilation  should  be  used  in 
the  bathroom. 

Separate  laundry  facilities  convenient  to  the  living 
units  should  be  provided. 

On  two-story  buildings  small-mesh  hardware  cloth 
or  a  grillework  should  be  fastened  to  the  inside  of 
the  balcony  and  stairway  railings  as  a  safety  measure 
to  prevent  children  from  falling  through. 

The  illustrated  Plan  8  is  intended  primarily  to 
show  efficient  arrangements  and  space  allowances  for 
housing  migrant  workers.  Specific  standards  of  the 
local  health  department  or  other  regulatory  agency 
should  be  checked  for  compliance  before  detailed 
plans  are  prepared.  When  the  housing  is  intended 
for  use  of  workers  recruited  through  Bureau  of  Em¬ 
ployment  Security  facilities,  housing  requirements 
should  also  be  discussed  with  the  local  Employment 
Security  offices. 
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PLAN  NO.  9. — DUAL-PURPOSE  BUILDING:  HOUSING  AND  STORAGE 
FACILITY 


Dual-purpose  (housing-storage)  buildings  have  been 
successfully  and  economically  used  for  housing  migrant 
workers  in  several  sections  of  the  country.  Each  unit 
accommodates  a  family  of  four. 

In  this  design  of  a  dual-purpose  building,  perma¬ 
nent  partitions  are  erected  across  about  one-half  the 
width  of  the  building  and  sliding  doors  installed 
which,  when  closed,  will  provide  five  separate  family 
living  quarters.  The  kitchen  facilities  would  be  in¬ 
stalled  permanently,  but  the  partial  partition  between 
eating  and  sleeping  areas  can  be  made  movable. 
Thus,  these  movable  partitions,  beds  or  bunks,  and 
tables  can  be  disassembled  and  stored  in  a  relatively 
small  area  after  the  harvesting  season  is  over. 

Each  unit  in  this  building  provides  cooking,  eating. 


and  sleeping  space  for  a  family  of  four.  Toilet,  shower, 
and  laundry  facilities  would  be  an  additional  need 
and  are  generally  located  in  a  separate  building 
nearby. 

The  illustrated  Plan  9  is  intended  primarily  to 
show  efficient  arrangements  and  space  allowances  for 
housing  migrant  workers.  Specific  standards  of  the 
local  health  department  or  other  regulatory  agency 
should  be  checked  for  compliance  before  detailed 
plans  are  prepared.  When  the  housing  is  intended 
for  use  of  workers  recruited  through  Bureau  of  Em¬ 
ployment  Security  facilities,  housing  requirements 
should  also  be  discussed  with  the  local  Employment 
Security  offices. 
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PLAN  NO.  10. — DUAL-PURPOSE  BUILDING:  HOUSING  AND  STORAGE 

FACILITY 


This  dual-purpose  building  has  permanent  parti¬ 
tions  between  bays  to  form  separate  compartments. 
The  compartments  are  designed  to  provide  sleeping 
and  eating  space  for  families  of  two  to  six  persons 
or  sleeping  space  for  only  five  single  persons.  The 
building  length  could  be  extended  to  make  any  num¬ 
ber  of  compartments  desired.  For  housing  migrant 
workers  the  compartments  can  be  fitted  with  re¬ 
movable  partitions  and  beds,  clothing  storage,  and 
tables  as  shown  in  any  of  the  space  arrangements. 
The  family  unit  for  four  persons  has  kitchen  facilities 
that  could  not  be  moved,  but  even  in  this  arrangement 
the  sleeping  and  eating  areas  could  be  emptied  to 
provide  storage  space  during  off-labor  seasons. 

Separate  entrance  doors  allow  access  by  workers 


during  occupancy,  and  the  overhead  doors  afford  easy 
access  for  machinery,  light  trucks,  and  farm  supplies 
during  storage. 

Cooking,  toilet,  and  laundry  facilities  must  be 
furnished  in  nearby  buildings , except  as  shown. 

The  illustrated  Plan  10  is  intended  primarily  to 
show  efficient  arrangements  and  space  allowances 
for  housing  migrant  workers.  Specific  standards  of 
the  local  health  department  or  other  regulatory  agency 
should  be  checked  for  compliance  before  detailed 
plans  are  prepared.  When  the  housing  is  intended 
for  use  of  workers  recruited  through  Bureau  of  Em¬ 
ployment  Security  facilities,  housing  requirements 
should  also  be  discussed  with  the  local  Employment 
Security  offices. 
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